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Even if you’re not a patriotic person, there’s the double 
Bank Holiday to look forward to and hopefully a  
great summer!

This edition has lots of lovely photos of school events, the 
10K Run and Fun Run, the Queen’s Coronation memorabilia 
and more. We absolutely love having the photos to go 
along with the articles you send in.

If you are wanting things to do over the Jubilee there  
are details of the Three Tuns events. Of course the Big 
Lunch on the Park will be in full swing on Sunday 5th June 
and it’s lovely to see so many names already on the grid at 
the pub, please feel free to simply turn up on the day with 
your picnic, there’s room for everyone!

Gwen and I have recently entered our Village Magazine into 
the National Village Magazine Awards and hope to hear 
back soon. You may have noticed over the last 6 years that 
Gwen and I don’t always have the time to edit / proof read 
so we certainly won’t be entered into that category! But 
hopefully the great design and content will be valued by 
the judges.

Thank you again for all your support and for really taking 
ownership of your village magazine with your endless 
supply of interesting bits and bobs….

Gwen Day and Dawn Fairey
Editors 

Cover photo: The Fen Drayton 10K Run taken and supplied 
by Angela Lucas
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Drayton Lions are happy to welcome new 
players for next season. We are a friendly 
bunch who play in Division 1 of the men’s 
Cambridge & District Sunday league. 
Games are played at 10.30am on Sunday 
mornings – although we normally meet at 

or away). If you are over the age of 16 and 
interested in joining us, please get in touch 
with our Manager Simon O’neill on 07718 
900880. It's a great opportunity to meet 
new people and keep active! We will start 
pre-season training in August and have 
some friendly matches before the start of 
the league season in September.

Drayton Lions update

League 24/04/22 Meldreth United 3 - 4 Drayton Lions
Cup 17/04/22 Drayton Lions 2 - 4 Haddenham Rov Sunday
League 03/04/22 Coldhams Dons 1 - 2 Drayton Lions
Cup 27/03/22 Cambridge Celts Mens 0 - 1 Drayton Lions

We invite the following lucky ticket number winners who have not already received their 
prizes to email Martin Leach, the Club Treasurer email:martin.leach56@btinternet.com with 
Bank account details so a direct online payment can be made.

Congratulations to the winners and thank you all once again for your fantastic support for 
Fen Drayton Football Club.

April Ticket Prize
D Spencer 59 £10.00
C Keegan 39 £10.00
M Egan 157 £10.00
L Gifford 181 £10.00
I & P Storer 134 £5.00
K Hartop 21 £5.00
T & J Walsh 137 £5.00
J Condron 132 £5.00

May Ticket Prize
D Edwards 95 £10.00
R Bauld 94 £10.00
O Rowden 149 £10.00
F & G Cowley 179 £10.00
H Allen 183 £5.00
M Egan 145 £5.00
D Warboys 58 £5.00
T O'Neill 9 £5.00

Recent results

200 Club Draw 
Ticket Winners Season 2021/2022 for April and May

Players wanted!
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Anthony Browne MP update
Now the weather is 
improving, I am looking 
forward to getting out 
and about in the villages 
of South Cambridgeshire 

summer as MP without 
Covid restrictions. I would 

also like to congratulate Sue Ellington on 
her victory in the local elections. 

I expect you are all looking forward to the 
Platinum Jubilee in Fen Drayton. I was 
delighted to discover that Fen Drayton’s 
Parish Council’s Community Chest grant 
application was successful and that, as 
a result, the Jubilee trees will provide 
a permanent reminder of the occasion. 
Cambridgeshire has fewer trees than almost 
any other county – so it is great news that 
Fen Drayton will be planting more! 

The Jubilee is a tremendous reminder of 
Her Majesty’s tireless service. The Queen is 
an inspiration for all of us in public service. 
Events like this serve as an opportunity to 

Queen has served through a tumultuous 
period of history. She has served as a constant 
in a time of rapid change. This has certainly 
been the case in South Cambridgeshire.

Even in the Queen’s long reign, the last 
three years have been unprecedented. First 
with the Covid pandemic and then with 
Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

Since 1952, South Cambridgeshire has 
transformed into one of the foremost areas 
for life science in Europe. That means that 
when Covid struck, South Cambridgeshire 

Furthermore, since February the people of 
South Cambridgeshire have been unfailingly 

the beginning of the crisis, I have reiterated 
to the Prime Minister and to colleagues in 
Government that, as a nation, we must do 
our utmost to help the people of Ukraine. 
The people of South Cambridgeshire have 
certainly done that. 

The Department for Levelling Up, Housing 
and Communities’ statistics show that 
435 visas have been issued for Homes for 

for any area in England and the areas that 
have been issued more are far more heavily 
populated. I know that this has not been 
a straightforward process and I would 

Coronation Chicken Recipe  
– Perfect topping for a Jacket Potato!
Ingredients
• 6 tbsp mayonnaise2-3 tsp mild curry 

powder, to taste
• ½ tsp ground cinnamon
• 2 tbsp mango chutney
• 1-3 tbsp sultanas, or to taste
• 500g shredded cooked chicken

Method
STEP 1
Mix the mayo, curry 
powder, cinnamon, chutney 
and sultanas together and 
season with black pepper.

STEP 2
Add the shredded chicken and stir to coat 
in the sauce. Stir in 2 tbsp water to loosen if 
needed, then season and serve as desired.



8 Fen Drayton Focus

Message from the Chair
Following a successful application to the 
SCDC jubilee community chest grant 
committee, we received funding to buy 10 
cherry trees which will form an avenue in 

running from Park Lane to Springhill. In the 
future, our own Hanami perhaps!

On the downside, after Easter the new 
trees, which the children had planted 
behind the school, were vandalised. Six 
trees were completely uprooted and a 
further six damaged. The village handyman 
hopes he has managed to re-stake, and so 
save, six of them.

A plaque in memory of Geoff D’Alcorn has 
been commissioned and will be placed on 

The parish council’s planning application to 
build 14 affordable housing units has been 
approved. We don’t know when building 
will begin, bpha are currently investigating 
the possibility of improving the 
environmental standards beyond building 
regulations. When we receive any more 
information we will keep you informed.

After a two-year hiatus we look forward to 
seeing as many of you as possible at the 
village meeting on 30 May in the village 
hall. You are always welcome at the monthly 
parish council meetings, which are usually 
held on the third Monday of the month at 
7.30pm in the committee room. The dates 
for the rest of this year are:

20 June
18 July
19 September 
17 October 
21 November

The parish council is very aware that the 

many people and is looking at ways to help 
and offer support.

Flood Defence

parish council website) has been accepted 
by the Environment Agency and they have 
delivered Floodsax and other items to 

coordinators and volunteers to ensure 
everyone is familiar with the defence 
procedures and equipment. 

South Cambridgeshire District Council has 
now completed the actions agreed earlier 

doors at the bund and installing depth 
markers. 

The parish council is investigating other 

for a meeting with Cambridge County 
Council and South Cambridgeshire District 
Council. 

Community Warden
Our community warden, Rachael, is now 
helping a number of older residents in Fen 
Drayton, Fenstanton and Lolworth. The 
poster published in this magazine describes 
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the services she is providing. To help people 
interested in using the service, the Town 
Lands charity is making grants available. 
Please contact Rachael if you would like to 
discuss how she could help you or one of 
your relatives. 

Recycling
You can now bring many items that can’t 
go in the blue bin along to the Community 
Cafe for recycling. Just pop clean (if 

possible) items in the bin there. See the full-
page advertisement for a list of items that 
can be recycled.

The next café is on Saturday, 11 June 10.15 
to 11.45 am. 

Jackie Isden – chair
Roger Davies – vice chair
Chris Gray
Sue Gyles
Peter Kiss
Sarah Newport
Mandy Smith
James Weeden

Email: fendrayton.clerk@gmail.com

Write: Fen Drayton Parish Council, PO Box 
1102, Fen Drayton, Cambridge CB24 4SQ

Phone: 07704 023534

Website: fendrayton.org.uk

New planning applications and decisions

Parish councillors and contact details

New applications: 
22/00986/FUL Cootes Barn, 28A Cootes Lane Single storey rear extension 

22/01915/PRIOR Corner of Swavesey Road/ Erection of steel portal hay/straw
Cambridge Road  barn

22/01663/HFUL 2 Dove Cote Close Replace existing conservatory roof 
  with a replica tiled roof

For full details visit the SCDC website and search by reference number to view documents, 
plans and forms relating to an application: www.scambs.gov.uk/services/planning-applications

Every 2nd Tuesday of each month
Fen Drayton School, Cootes Lane 11.30am–12.00pm
War memorial, Hose and Gate Street 12.10pm–12.40pm

MOBILE LIBRARY



10 Fen Drayton Focus

Fen Drayton Tennis Club
Following the lifting of covid restrictions 
and with the help of good weather the new 
season has got off to a promising start with 
some good turnouts at the club sessions. 
We are also pleased that both junior and 
adult coaching sessions are full. Membership 
renewal has been good and we hope that 
our open day on 14 May will encourage 
even more players either to join or to ‘pay 
and play’. For full details of membership and 
‘pay and play’ please visit our website:  
www.fendraytontc.co.uk

Once again the Club has entered a team 
into the Boys Cambs Summer U16 Tennis 
League. So far they have competed against 
the might of Cambridge Lawn Tennis Club 
(CLTC) and Histon. Both of these are much 
bigger clubs with full-time coaches so our 
boys have done so well to compete at 
this level. The match against CLTC was a 
little one-sided as one of their players had 
made it to Wimbledon the previous year, 
but the match against Histon on beautifully 

manicured grass courts was a closely fought 
battle with so many long rallies and ‘oohs 
and ahhs’ from the spectators. It really was 
an exciting watch! After 4 hours of play 
Histon clinched the tie but Fen Drayton can 
hold their heads high with the lovely tennis 
played. The words from the Histon coach 
were that the boys are a ‘credit to our club’ 
with the tennis etiquette that they showed 
and the fairness they displayed. The next 
match is at home to Cambourne which is 
usually a closely fought battle! 

Neighbours, very sociable and 
happy cats make regular visits to 
Edie Robinsons garden to play 
in the trees. She could not resist 
taking a photo of them to share.

Amusing and playful 
entertainment.



11Fen Drayton Focus

RREECCYYCCLLIINNGG 
Do you ever wonder what to do with those items that ccaann’’tt be placed in 
your blue bin? Wonder no more!  The Community Café has a local contact 
that can take awkward items and send them away for recycling.  So, if 
your household generates any of the items below and you would like to do 
your bit for the planet, bring them along to the monthly Community Café 
where there will be a plastic bin with a sign on it.  You’ll be able to put 
your cclleeaann (as far as possible) items in there and they will be dealt with.

IItteemmss tthhaatt ccaann bbee rreeccyycclleedd iinncclluuddee:: 

•Pringle tubes and caps
•Toothpaste tubes
•Toothbrushes (manual and electric)
•Single use face mask packets
•Pump heads, trigger sprays and caps
•Plastic pots and tubs
•Hair colourant kits
•Roll-on deodorants (only)
•Plastic packaging of wipes
•Non-savoury biscuit wrappers
•Flexible plastic tubes and metallic plastic tubes
•Eyeshadow compacts
•Lip, cheek and highlighter sticks
•Mascara tubes and wands
•Lipstick, glosses and balms
•Kinder eggs plastic toy and case
•Hasbro toys and games (excluding electronic)
•Rubber washing gloves
•Babybel clasps, wrappers, wax and netting

ps

plastic tubbesesesessses
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St Mary’s Church News and Events
Service calendar (but please watch the notice boards for changes).

Parish Service Calendar June 2022
Sunday 5th June   Celebrating Pentecost & The Queen’s  

Platinum Jubilee
10am Family Communion Service, at St Peter & St Paul, 
Fenstanton, with party hats and crowns!! Refreshments available  
after the service
6pm Special Service for H.M. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, at St  
Peter & St Paul, Fenstanton, followed by light refreshments

Sunday 12th June  Trinity Sunday
9.15am Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Fen Drayton
10am Worship For All, at St Peter & St Paul, Fenstanton 

Sunday 19th June  10am Holy Communion at St Peter & St Paul, Fenstanton with  
Sunday Club for children
6pm Choral Evensong at St P & St P, Fenstanton

Sunday 26th June   9.15am Morning Praise at St Mary’s, Fen Drayton
10am Patronal Festival Communion at St P & St P, Fenstanton
6pm Songs of Praise

Parish Service Calendar May 2022
Sunday 3rd July    10am Holy Communion at St Peter & St Paul, Fenstanton with  

Sunday Club for children

Sunday 10th July   9.15am Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Fen Drayton
10am Worship For All, at St Peter & St Paul, Fenstanton 

Sunday 17th July  10am Holy Communion at St Peter & St Paul, Fenstanton with  
Sunday Club for children
6pm Sung Evensong at St P & St P, Fenstanton

Sunday 24th July  9.15am Morning Praise at St Mary’s, Fen Drayton
10am Family Communion at St P & St P, Fenstanton

Sunday 31st July  10am Parish Communion at St Mary’s, Fen Drayton 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) update

Blunt and Ian Hucklesby were duly elected for the coming year. We had the same number of 
nominations for PCC members as there were vacancies, so all were elected. Margaret Blount 
will serve for one year; Simon Hunt, Paul Housego, Keith Page and Julia Mitchell will serve for 
three years. The APCM gives us an opportunity to thank everyone who plays a part in the life 
of the churches, from the day to day running, to the special events and fund-raising events. I 
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Gord’s Old  
Gardeners  
Sayings:

JUNE

Evening red and 
morning grey

Are the sure signs of a 

JULY

When you see the 
gossamer 

Be ye sure the 
air is drying

Head 
Gardener at 
Bannolds and 
Carriages

Illustrations by
Gwen Day

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN

Church Contacts:
Rector – Rev. Rosie Tallowin  
01480 467393 or rosie.tallowin@btinternet.com

Churchwardens – Philip Blunt (01480 461751)  
or Ian Hucklesby (01480 465211)

Licensed Lay Minister – Niki Whitby niki.whitby@sky.com

would like to say a big thank you to YOU if you have helped 
or supported us in any way, it is much appreciated.

You will see from service calendar that there are two 
services on 5 June, at the Parish Church Fenstanton, 
celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. An extraordinary 
life. The Queen frequently refers to her Christian faith. 
The Queen’s story of her calling, to be the next monarch 
is well documented, but I wonder what your response 
would have been, if you were in her position? What if 
your ordinary life suddenly became extraordinary? For the 
Queen, her life is what she usually does, it is her ordinary 
and our extraordinary. If she was to live in your house for 
a month, that would be her extraordinary in our ordinary. 
It is all relative. The Queen had a head start for ordinary 
or extraordinary as she has said, and still does, that 

it to be like, to be a disciple, a follower of Christ? And yet 
there are similarities, for them, for the Queen and for us. 

The Queen is quoted as saying:
'For me the teachings of Christ and my own personal 
accountability before God provide a framework in which I 
try to lead my life.'

The disciples learned as they followed Jesus, hearing 
parables, having personal tuition from the Master himself, 
seeing for themselves what to do, what to say and how to 
live a Christ centred life. We, including the Queen, have the 

well as reading for ourselves in the Bible, the Word of God. 
Do we have that personal accountability that the Queen 
expressed? Do we have an understanding of the framework 
she mentions that enables her to lead a Christ centred life? 

which is also Pentecost, the birthday of the church.

God bless, Rev Rosie
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Village Hall News
The village hall committee ran another 
successful cake stall for the Fen Drayton 
Family Fun day. Grateful thanks go to those 
who so kindly donated their cakes and 
bakes, which sold out! Just over £130 was 
raised as a result toward village hall funds.

The committee have also been asked 
to provide cakes and tea/coffee for the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee picnic on Sunday 
5 June. Weather permitting the stall will 
be outside, and sample so locally baked 
goodies!

Sue Ellington – South Cambs District Councillor
Dear Residents 

Thank you for electing 
me as your District 
Councillor for the next 4 
years . It has been a real 
pleasure to serve you 
for the last 4 years and I 

am looking forward to the future. I think 
it is appropriate to set out what I hope 
to achieve. My whole focus is LOCAL 
COMMUNITY . I believe a community which 
supports each other improves the mental 
and physical health of individuals. So my 

• to encourage more people to get 
involved with village activities

• to encourage and enable new village 
residents to feel they are welcome 

• to enable everybody to join or establish 
new interest groups 

The pandemic has meant the closure of 
many of our social events and activities - we 
have found things to do at home - I feel 
the time is ripe for villagers to establish 
new groups and interests as well as 
supporting established ones. I am delighted 
the fun run is still on and the community 
coffee morning has restarted. I would 
like to encourage more people to take 
the initiative to lead activities and events 
as it tends to be the same ones who are 
prepared to step forward.. I can give advice 
about council grants, licenses, and planning 

somebody who has the answers to  
your queries. 

My second aims are to represent you  
at South Cambs District Council  
which includes:

• Council housing
• Planning
• Refuse and recycling 
• Licensing of taxis, hire cars, food 

premises and events
• 
• Grants
• Council tax

But possibly more importantly - I have been 
around long enough to know who to ask if 
you have any other query 

So Thank you again for giving me the 
responsibility to represent you. Have a 
lovely summer. 

Best wishes, 

Sue Ellington 
South Cambs district councillor for Fen 
Drayton 07774146331 or 01954202923 or 
you can email Cllr.Ellington@scambs.gov.uk
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It’s been busy few months at Fen Drayton 
Primary School. We love having visitors and 
have been enjoying being able to welcome 
people back into school.

Ducklings (EYFS) and Swallows (KS1) 
enjoyed a visit from Cambridgeshire Fire 
and Rescue Service. They enjoyed learning 

carries and even got to try out the hose and 
blue lights!

Robins (LKS2) were provided with an 
exciting opportunity to meet a Roman 

soldier of the 9th Legion Hispana. Martinus 
talked to the class about his time in the 
Roman army with demonstrations of military 
clothing, armour and weapons. The children 
enjoying dressing up as soldiers too!

Ducklings (EYFS) had been learning about 
healthy food as part of their work on 
Supertato! Miss Wiseman organised an 
exciting visit from Chef Lewis! The children 
learnt about his job and then made their 
own pizzas. I hear the pizzas were delicious!

If you know anyone who would make a 
good visitor to support the children’s 
learning, we would love to hear from you!

We still have spaces in some year groups so 
if you’d like to come and look around please 

don’t delay!

Fen Drayton Primary School
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The Three Tuns
Platinum Jubilee Celebration

Thursday 2 June
Open all day (12noon to 11pm)
Food served from 12 to 8.30pm
Live music from 6.30pm

Friday 3 June
Open all day (12noon to 11pm)
Food served from 12 to 8.30pm
Live music from 4.00pm

Saturday 4 June
Open all day (12noon to 11pm)
Food served from 12 to 8.30pm
Live music from 5.00pm

Sunday 5 June
Open all day (12noon to 10pm)
Life in the UK quiz @7pm
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Over Surgery News
Mental health services and support
One in four people across the country will 
experience a mental health problem in 
any given year. Mental health problems 
and illnesses include anxiety, depression, 
addiction, personality disorders and 
psychosis.

Experiencing a mental health problem can 
be upsetting and very frightening. It is 
important to know you are not alone and 
that there are a wide range of services and 
support available to you. These include 
online support and information services, 
helplines, talking therapies, counselling 
and crisis mental health support, as well as 
specialist mental health help.

There are a number of services that you 
can access or self-refer to (self-refer means 
you do not need to have been referred by 
your GP or medical professional to use the 
service).

further information at www.nhs.uk/mental-
health

You can also contact your GP who will be 
able to provide advice on how to deal 
with your symptoms and talk to you about 
available treatments and support services 
that are available locally.

Support available:

• Keep Your Head www.keep-your-head.
com website provides information 
on mental health and wellbeing 
support and local services available 
for young people and adults across 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough.

• How Are You (H.A.Y.) www.
haycambspboro.co.uk is an interactive 
local website that brings together 
information on activities and support 

available in your local community 
to help boost mental health and 
wellbeing.

• Lifeline – www.lifecraft.org.uk – Free, 

call anonymously to talk to a trained 
volunteer. Lifeline is available daily 
11am-11pm and can be reached by 
calling 0808 808 2121.

• Mind – CPSLMind, www.cpslmind.org.uk 
– A mental health charity providing 
a range of services and support for 
people suffering with mental health 
problems and promoting positive 
mental health across Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough.

• Qwell and Kooth – Free online 
wellbeing services offering chat-based 
counselling, peer support and self-help. 
www.qwell.io – for ages 18+  
www.kooth.com – for ages 11-25

• Crisis support – NHS 111 Option 2 – 
If you feel you are in a mental health 
crisis, urgent support is available in our 
area 24/7 through 111. Simply dial 111 
and select option 2. You will be put 
through to a trained advisor who will 
speak to you and discuss your current 
mental health needs.

• Psychological Wellbeing Service 
– Psychological therapy for mild to 
moderate depression or anxiety for 
anyone aged 17+. You do not need a 
diagnosis to access the service and can 
self-refer by visiting www.cpft.nhs.uk/
psychological-wellbeing-service
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Swavesey Surgery News
Travel Services
If you are travelling abroad and would 
like to discuss your travel vaccination 
requirements please click travel risk 
assessment form Swavesey Surgery to 
download the travel questionnaire.

The top part of questionnaire needs to be 
completed and returned to the surgery you 
can email this to us  
admin.swaveseysurgery@nhs.net

Please book a 30 minute appointment 
with the nurse 6-8 weeks prior to travel. 
Depending on your destination, you may 
need further appointments to receive any 
vaccinations recommended.

It would be useful if you could take 
a look at the Travel Health website 

www.travelhealthpro.org.uk before 
your appointment. This website gives 
information about the latest travel alerts 
and you can also access the vaccination 
advice for the country you are travelling 
to. This will enable you to make informed 
decisions during the consultation. Please 
be aware that some vaccinations require 
a series of injections at intervals prior to 
travel. 

If you require urgent advice/vaccination, 
we will do our best to offer you an 
appointment, but if this is not possible 
please see the Masta website  

 
local clinic.

Our Fen Drayton Postman
For the last 20 years, in all weathers, come 
rain or shine or covid pandemic, Giovanni 
(or Johnny as some know him) has been 
an almost daily visitor to Fen Drayton 
delivering our post. 

Giovanni has worked for Royal Mail for 22 
years and together with Fen Drayton his 
round includes part of Swavesey. 

Thank you Giovanni.

Richard Close
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Remembering her Majesty the Queen’s Coronation 

Coronation of Elizabeth II 1953

Dawn (editor) and I recently had a 
conversation about Coronation mugs 
This commemorative mug was presented 
to me and all primary school children in 
Northumberland I am not sure whether 

it included secondary schools or if it was 
nationwide. And I treasure it!

Richard Treeby

All the children attending 
Fen Drayton School, (which 
was next to the Three Tuns) 
had their photo taken at the 
time of the Coronation of 
Elizabeth II in 1953.

Each child was presented 
with this memento from 
the Headmaster Mr Stanley 
Thompson. Younger pupils 
also received a Coronation 
spoon, older pupils received 
a Coronation mug.

This photo is of and 
supplied by Gordon Day who attended the 
school until the age of 11 years old.

At that time, pupils were able to stay at 
school in the Village until they left aged 15, 
unless you passed the eleven plus and went 
on to Grammar School in Cambridge.

Gordon Day and Carol Goodwin (who lived 
on Oaktree Road) were the only two in their 
year who passed and went to Grammar 
School.



23Fen Drayton Focus

YYoouu  aarree  iinnvviitteedd  ttoo  aann  EExxhhiibbiittiioonn  ooff    

PPaaiinnttiinnggss,,  PPrriinnttss  

aanndd  CCaarrddss  

                                                                          bbyy  

LLooccaall  AArrttiisstt    

CChhrriiss  LLoocckkwwoooodd  
  

DDuurriinngg  tthhee  ttwwoo  wweeeekkeennddss    

ooff  99tthh  &&  1100tthh  aanndd    

1166tthh  &&1177tthh  JJuullyy  

    CChhrriiss  wwiillll  ooppeenn  hheerr  ssttuuddiioo  ttoo    

vviissiittoorrss  ffrroomm  1100  aamm  ––55  ppmm..  

  

GGaarrddeenn  HHoouussee  SSttuuddiioo  aatt  3333  CCooootteess  LLaannee,,  FFeenn  
DDrraayyttoonn,,  CCBB2244  44SSLL  ((OOppppoossiittee  tthhee  VViillllaaggee  

HHaallll..))  SSeeee  wweebbssiittee  ffoorr  mmoorree  ddeettaaiillss..  
wwwwww..cchhrriisslloocckkwwooooddwwaatteerrccoolloouurrss..ccoo..uukk 
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          Free initial consultation with your village based Adviser: 
 
Martin Leach CeFA, DipFA, MIFS, 
                  Independent Financial Adviser 

     Mobile: 07748299979 
                                 Email:martin@premierplusltd.co.uk 

Fenice Court, Phoenix Park, Eaton Socon, St Neots, Cambridgeshire PE19 8EP 
          Premier Plus Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 

Fully Independent Financial Advice 
Retirement Planning 
Pensions 
Savings and Investments 
Life & Health Insurance 
Independent Mortgage Brokers 

Bob's Old Photos
MOTORCYCLE 
SCRAMBLES (or 
Motocross as it is 
known now) which 
took place regularly 
at Lawn Farm, 
Elsworth during the 

This was very 
popular and always 
well attended as 
indicated by the size 
of the crowds in the 
photo.

I think the photo of 
the single rider is 
Dave Bickers who 
was a British world 
champion at the 
time.
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A working farm lovingly converted into a range 
of super-luxurious self-catering accommodation, 

welcome to The Yard @ Pringle Farm

Luxury 

For more information or to discuss a booking, 
call  07741 005634, or visit:

In the heart of the 
East’s thriving business 
communities around 

Huntingdon, Cambridge 
and the A14/M11 corridor, 
The Yard @ Pringle Farm 
is a convenient location 

for executives looking for 
short term or weekday-

only independent 
accommodation.

Fen Drayton A5 advert.indd   1 02/01/2020   14:13
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The sounds of Fen Drayton: the good and the bad 
(A personal view)
There are the natural sounds of wildlife all 
around us; some have been around for an 
age, and some are relatively new. There are 
also the sounds of the mechanical modern 
age. How these balance out, of course, 
depends on where we live.

When considering the natural world, it 
seems to me that birds such as the rook, 
pigeon, and collared dove were at the back 
of the queue when the gift of birdsong 
was given out. Their raucous strident calls 
or dull repetitive notes are especially 
noticeable these days due to their veritable 
explosion in numbers, coupled with similar 
increase in their guano.

Thankfully, we can still hear skylarks above 

booms of Britain’s loudest bird – the bittern 
– over the RSPB lakes, the high-pitched 
shrills of swifts and swallows – for those 
with better hearing than mine – and the 
local blackbird which sings its beautifully 
complex songs up on the weathervane. 
And while the village no longer has three 
milking herds as it once had, the lowing 
of cattle can still occasionally be heard 

from Andrew’s pedigree cows, as can the 
bleating of sheep and their lambs in more 
recent years.

As for the natural world, the mechanical 
world is an equally divided presence in my 
mind. The ‘rattle bang clatter bang clatters’ 
of empty trailers, skip lorries, and trucks 
of all sizes speeding over our not the best 
– but not the worst – roads are the most 
noticeable nuisance noises.

On the other side of the coin, though – and 
here I realise it might be a ‘man thing’ or an 
‘age thing’ – is the unmistakeable growl of 
the Rolls-Royce Merlin engine which powers 
the regular free aerobatic appearances of 

skies – probably courtesy of the Aerial 
Collective at RAF Duxford.

Richard Close
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Update on the Container to Malawi

Many of you will remember that, during 
last summer’s lockdown, a 40ft container 
was lovingly packed (without an inch left 
to spare) with useful items, donated by 
kind people in our local community and 
shipped to Malawi. These items included 
over 35,000 items of clothing for the 3,109 
orphan children under AquAid Lifeline’s 
umbrella of care, laptops, bicycles, 
commercial polytunnels, tools galore, 
medical equipment, a Braille machine, 
school desks and chair, sewing and knitting 
machines….the list goes on. The good 

arrived after considerable delay, and, no, it 
wasn’t our ship that became wedged in the 
Suez Canal! 

The level of excitement was huge as the 
items started to be distributed in Malawi. 
The children were so proud to show off 
their ‘new’ clothes and the sweeties, 
although not vital cargo, certainly put a 
smile on their beautiful faces. We are so 
proud of the contents we shipped, lives will 
be improved and changed for the better, 
what a privilege to be able to help people 

who live in one of the poorest nations in the 
world. On their behalf, I thank you all.

It would be amazing to repeat the 
experience and I know that, together, we 
can. I’m looking for watertight, secure 
storage space local to the Fen Drayton/
Fenstanton/St Ives area. I’m beginning to 
be offered amazing items again which I 
would love to start collecting for the next 
container….I just need somewhere to keep 
it safe. If you can help with funding for the 
follow-on container, storage or would like 
more information on the work of AquAid 
Lifeline Fund and our projects in Malawi, 
please call Josie Charter on 07827 296275 
or email coordinator@lifelinefund.org.uk or 
visit our website www.lifelinefund.org.uk
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Fen Drayton 10K, Fun Run & Family Fun Day  
– Sunday 1st May 2022

What an amazing day we had. Thank you 
to everyone who came to run and support 
our event!

SO many thank you’s to be made for 
making today possible… all the runners of 
course, the supporters cheering everyone 
on and creating a great atmosphere, the 
villagers who supported us and those who 
agreed to have Hockey's boards on display, 
the stalls who came with fantastic food and 
refreshments (Banquet inn, Pizza Passione 
T&R Snacks Huntingdon, Toni's Ices) our 
resident DJ Dave playing some great tunes, 

Village Hall ladies, Angela Chapman for 
Photography, Ali Trowsdale for the warm 
up, Sublime Racing for 10k race results, 
our lovely sponsors for helping us raise 

more money for our charities (Hockeys, The 
Three Tuns, The Nook - Swavesey, Expert 
Financial - Mortgage Broker, Durman 
Stearn - Civil Engineering Ltd, Advance 
Performance, Tesco). 
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Thank you for being ever patient with the 

truly awesome local volunteers who have 
given up so much time to help us make 
the event possible… we could not do this 
without you and can’t thank you enough 
for your help with the numerous roles from 
marshalling, set up, registrations, parking, 

face painting, warm up’s, bouncy castle, 

it for such a fantastic day raising money for 
our local charities. THANK YOU!

Photographs taken and supplied by  
Angela Lucas.
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If using your bathroom has become a chore or you are worried about 
your safety, BMAS can help. We are experts in bathing mobility and will 
make your bathroom safe and comfortable so you can enjoy independent 
bathing and showering in your own home.

“TRUSTWORTHY AND RELIABLE. 
JUST WHAT WE WERE LOOKING FOR!”

Call for your free design 
and quote.
01462 889 097 
bathingmobility.co.uk

STRUGGLING TO USE 
YOUR BATHROOM?

Choose BMAS:

 26 years’ expertise

 Full design and installation

 High-quality products for 
safety & comfort

 Free bathroom design 
& full quotation

 Traditional customer 
service (no call centres)

 Finance options available

Bathing Mobility Advisory Service, 
67 Hermitage Road, Hitchin SG5 1DB

FREE DESIGN 
APPOINTMENTS  

AVAILABLE  
IN CAMBS

35611_BMAS_FOCUS_A5_March22.indd   1 21/03/2022   09:04
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G G LANDSCAPES
Tel: 01954 203004 

Mob: 07889 848117

Turf supplied and laid

Compost supplied
Garden Clearance
Brick work
Driveways

General Maintenance
Pest control

curtains, blinds and soft 
furnishings

bespoke lampshades

lovely range of fabrics

tracks and poles

For friendly, helpful advice please call:
01954 200070 07910 507514
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Fen Drayton Village Hall
fendraytonvillagehallweb@gmail.com

Bowls Club:
Edna Ruggles 01954 230915 

Parish Council 07704 023534

RSPB 01954 233260

South Cambs District 
Councillor:
Sue Ellington

07774 146331

Drayton Lions FC: 
Simon O'Neill 07718 900880

Tennis Club: 
Martin Eaton 01954 231752

St Mary's Church 
Rector:  
Rev Rosie Tallowin

01480 467393

Fen Drayton Focus: 
Editor: Gwen Day 07740 586510
Editor: Dawn Fairey 07711 843617

Fen Drayton Primary 
School: 01954 273346

Fen Drayton Toddler 
Group: Jemma 07730 369565

Contact numbers for 
village clubs and groups Over Doctors Surgery 01954 231550

Swavesey Doctors 
Surgery 01954 230202

Broadway Dentist St Ives 01480 463179

Cromwell Place Dental 
Practice 01480 462563

Police 999

Non emergency Police 101

All non emergency 
medical calls 111

Cambridgeshire County 
Council 0345 045 5200

South Cambs District 
Council 0345 045 0500

Electricity (UK Power 
Networks) 0800 7838838

Gas Emergencies 
(National Grid) 0800 111999

Water (Cambridge Water 
Company) 01223 706050

Environment Agency 
(Flood Line) 0845 988 1188

Samaritans 08457 909090

Addenbrookes Hospital

Accident & Emergency 01223 217118

General Enquiries 01223 245151

Hinchinbrooke Hospital 01480 416416

NHS Direct 0845 4647

Huntingdon Volunteer 
Social Car Scheme 01480 301462

Cambridge CC Bus information

Stagecoach 01223 423578

Whippet Coaches 01954 230011

Cromwell Vets 24 hour 
emergencies 01480 52222

Report Fly Tipping 0345 0450500

Useful telephone numbers



35Fen Drayton Focus

Fe
n 

D
ra

yt
on

 V
il

la
ge

 H
al

l,
 C

oo
te

s 
La

ne
, 

Fe
n 

D
ra

yt
on

, 
C

am
br

id
ge

 C
B2

4 
4S

L

Fe
n 

Dr
ay

to
n 

To
ts

O
pe

n 
to

 A
LL

 w
it

h 
Ba

bi
es

, 
To

dd
le

rs
 a

nd
 P

re
sc

ho
ol

 c
hi

ld
re

n 

Lo
ts

 o
f 

sp
ac

e 
in

do
or

s 
an

d 
ou

t 
to

 p
la

y 
an

d 
ex

pl
or

e 

A 
w

ar
m

 a
nd

 w
el

co
m

in
g 

gr
ou

p 

M
O

N
DA

YS
 a

t
Fe

n 
Dr

ay
to

n 
Vi

lla
ge

 H
al

l

10
am

 –
 1

2p
m

 d
ur

in
g 

te
rm

 t
im

e 

Bo
ok

 o
nl

in
e 

vi
a

Fa
ce

bo
ok

: 
Fe

n 
D

ra
yt

on
 T

ot
s

O
r 

vi
a 

Em
ai

l:
fe

nd
ra

yt
on

to
ts

@
gm

ai
l.

co
m

  



36 Fen Drayton Focus

Fenstanton Pharmacy
Come in for 

professional advice on 
your medicines 

OONN RREEGGUULLAARR MMEEDDIICCIINNEESS??  
Then collect your medicine from us  
it’s easier — call in we’ll set it up.
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•
•
•

•
•

•
•

Paul Butterworth Artist 
I live in the village and am a nal year (1st term) BA (Hons) Painting student at the University for the Creative arts - Open College of the Arts 

campus specialising in abstract expressionism.  My paintings are all oil on canvas, 76 x 61 cm. There’s a 3D exhibition on my website. Village 
prices - no shipping - no stress - no commission are £150 each. Any local venues who would like some paintings to hang please get in touch.

 www.paulbutterworthartist.com (contact@paulbutterworthactor.com)

No.15, 2022 (Guitar), oil on canvas, 2022, 76 x 61 cm No. 12, 2022 (Mondrian Exploded), oil on canvas, 76 x 61 cm
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We are open 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday, and 9am to 1pm Saturday

20 Norman Way Industrial Park, Over, Cambridge CB24 5QE    

01954 231545 www.all-eyes.co.uk
Call us Visit our website

Paying too much for your glasses? 
Save Money - Buy Direct!
Visit our factory shop to see our fabulous 
range of Discount Prescription Eyewear
• Hundreds of frames to 

choose from, including 
designer frames from 
Ray-Ban, Polo Ralph Lauren, 
Oakley, PRADA, Ted Baker 
and Versace

• Specialists in high and 
complex prescriptions 

• Same-day or next-day 
service available*  

• Save up to 75% 

• Huge range of 
designer sunglasses

• Full range of 
sports eyewear

* subject to prescription and availabilityOfficial stockists



GIFT VOUCHERS
A PERFECT GIFT FOR FAMILY OR FRIENDS

01954 233279   www.carriagesofcambridge.co.uk   
 Carriages of Cambridge, Capability Barns, Huntingdon Road, Fen Drayton, CB24 4SD

© Copyright 2018 Carriages of Cambridge    Poster design by www.janetddesign.com

TRAVEL BACK TO the golden age 
of luxury rail travel AND

indulge in an afternoon tea



Capability Barns • Huntingdon Road • Fen Drayton 
Cambridge CB24 4SD  Tel: 01954 231666 

Open 6 Days • Mon-Fri 07.30 till 5.00 • Sat 09.00 till 1.00

• Natural Paving • Setts & Paviours • Stone Walling • Decorative Gravels • Rockery • Boulders 
• Waterfeatures • Topsoils • Soil Improvers • Bark Mulches • Sands • Hardcores & Cements

www.bannold.co.uk


