
 
Fen Drayton Village Meeting 

Report 
 
 

7.30pm Monday 30 May 2022 



Parish Council  

Councillors 

o  Jackie Isden 
o  Roger Davies 
o  Chris Gray 
o  Susan Gyles 
o  Peter Kiss 
o  Sarah Newport 
o  James Weeden 

o  Clerk – Gill Parrish 



Meeting Agenda 

o  Progress since 2019 survey 
o  Covid 
o  Flooding 
o  Community warden 
o  Community support 
o  Sue Ellington SCDC 
o  St Mary’s church  
o  RSPB 
o  Summary  



Village survey May 2019 
In our village survey of May 2019 Fen Drayton residents said that they wanted: 

o  More affordable homes; no more than 10% growth. 
o  Speed restriction measures on Cootes Lane and Mill Road. 
o  Better access to the guided busway 
o  An improved playground, better facilities for teenagers, renovation of the football pavilion and refurbishment of the village 

hall. 
o  Better communication between the parish council, village hall and residents 
  
How have we done? 
  
o  We commissioned a housing needs survey which showed a need for affordable housing. Last month planning permission 

was given to bpha to develop an affordable housing development in the village. We will keep you informed of any progress 
we hear about. At the last conversation with Greater Cambridge Planning we understood there were 22 applicants with a 
local connection on the housing register and 17 of those had expressed Fen Drayton as their preferred location. 

o  Mandy Smith, our Cambridge County Council councillor, has pressed hard for the speed limit on Mill Road to be reduced to 
40mph, which has been granted as part of the Greenways project. The next phase of that should bring better access to the 
guided busway but we have no new update on that project. 

o  Through funding from the A14 legacy fund Highways designed a scheme to reduce speeding on Cootes Lane, primarily to 
protect the primary school. This has now been implemented. 

o  Through a grant from the Mick George fund we were able to renovate the playground.  
o  A parishioner requested a bench at the far end of the football field, which the parish council funded. It has been dedicated to 

the memory Geoff D’Alcorn, not only a long term resident but also an outstanding sportsman. 
o  Planning permission has been granted for a new pavilion but the build cost has made us look at other options. 
  
We continue to respond to the priorities you set us in that survey. 
 
 

 



Village survey – May 2019 Results - Housing 

16 affordable homes being built, 20 new executive houses 

 
 



Village survey – May 2019 Results – Traffic/roads 
Traffic calming Cootes Lane, 40mph speed limit Mill Road 

 



Village survey – May 2019 Results – Guided Bus 
CCC Greenways project - resurface gravel section of Holywell Ferry Road 

 

Section of road to be re-surfaced 



Village survey – May 2019 results – Village facilities 
Improved playground, new benches, thriving pub, more village events, 

football pavilion  

 

  More volunteers are needed for 
the parish council,  

village hall and  
community cafe 



Village survey – May 2019 Results - Village 
Facilities 

Village Hall and Community Café 

•  The hall was shut during most of Covid lockdowns At the beginning paperwork 
guidance came thick and fast and required considerable amending of existing 
hall documentation once lockdowns were eased and people could start using 
the hall again. 

•  A number of projects have been accomplished, including refurbishment of 
areas of the roof to make it watertight and a security overhaul.  Planned works 
include replacing ceiling tiles and also guttering and down pipes, as well as 
painting the bargeboards. 

•  Similarly to other organisations, more volunteers are always welcome! 

•  The cafe, launched in December 2017, is now four and a half years old. 
•  The cafe has a very supportive group of volunteers, but there’s always 

room for more! 
•  Cafes were held on the second Saturday of every month, with the 

exception of Covid lockdowns but are now back to their normal time. 
•  Now formed as a charity called Fen Drayton Community Charity, the 

charity also covers any village initiatives that may develop over time. 
•  Cafe trustees meet three times a year, one of which is the AGM. 
•  Once the format has been discussed and agreed, grants can be made by 

the café to other village groups The cafe was not set up to make 
enormous profits, rather to provide a meeting point for people and to 
provide a platform for complementary visitors and guests, e.g. the village 
history society, local police, plant sales etc. 



Post 2019 – the Covid pandemic  

 
o  At start of the Covid pandemic a group of volunteers was set up to 

help people in Fen Drayton self isolating or in financial difficulty 
o  There was a large number of volunteers but fortunately the number 

of people who needed assistance was relatively small 
o  James Weedon who organised the volunteer group and activity has 

been awarded ‘South Cambridgeshire Covid Community 
Champion’ by our MP Anthony Browne 

 
Many thanks to James and all the volunteers 

 
 



Flooding in December 2020 and January 2021 

•  Following the floods in December 2020 and January 2021, a number of measures have been taken to mitigate the severity 
of future floods. South Cambs District Council, which is responsible for Oxholme and Covell’s drains has dredged the 
watercourses, cleared and checked the bund flaps and many other actions (see next page).   

  
•  Fen Drayton Parish Council, which is responsible for the ditches around the playing field, has had these dredged. In addition, 

a village flood defence plan has been developed for volunteers to help residents in the case of a flood. The plan has been 
approved by the Environment Agency, which has supplied the parish council with materials such as sandbags.   

  
•  Longer-term solutions, such as pumps at the bund or a sluice upstream, are currently under investigation with 

Cambridgeshire County Council and South Cambs District Council. 



South Cambs Works Covell’s and Oxholme Drains 



Age UK Cambridgeshire & Peterborough 
Working for and with Older People 

Cambridge North West  
Community Warden 

Service 
30 May 2022 

 
 
 



Community Warden Service 

•  We have been delivering these schemes 
for nearly 30 years and have a total of 20 
schemes across Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough 

•  This scheme is one of the newest and 
has been in place since January 2021 

•  We aim to avoid hospital admissions and 
re-admissions by providing appropriate 
level of intervention enabling people to 
remain living at home longer  

•  A way of reducing social isolation and 
exclusion, tackling loneliness 

•  This service is for people aged 60 and 
over living in Cambridgeshire and  
Peterborough  

 
 

•  Providing regular contact (Mon-
Friday), either by a personal visit or 
telephone call  

•  Provides a sense of security and 
wellbeing 

•  Provides a consistent and 
responsive point of contact for older 
people, often giving family peace of 
mind 

•  Support people to access other 
preventative services and connect/
reconnect  with their community  



Fen Drayton’s Community Warden:  
Rachael Mortimer    
 
Call 07971951412 or email  
 
Rachael.Mortimer@ageukcap.org.uk 

 
 

http://www.ageuk.org.uk/cambridgeshireandpeterborough 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
Update from Rachael Mortimer  
  
I currently have seven service users, or clients, on the scheme, six women and one man. 
One lady has recently gone into a local care home, having been supported by the warden 
scheme for a year. They all own their own homes, bar one, who rents from the local 
authority. One client was referred by the NHS, all other referrals came from the families. 
  
My clients are a diverse group, all requiring different types of support according to their 
individual needs. No working day or week is the same. My clients know they can contact 
me to request extra bits of shopping, take a prescription to the pharmacy and pick it up 
when ready, accompany them to a GP appointment or take them to have their 
vaccinations. I also take phone calls from people just wanting to be signposted to other 
Age UK services or requiring telephone numbers, such as home care support. I have also 
made referrals for benefit check and occupational therapists on behalf of clients. 
  
However, it is often the small things we do that can have the biggest impact, for example: 
arriving at a client’s house, having woken them up from a nap, they sometimes become 
disorientated, not knowing what day or time it is. We reassure them that all is well and 
their family are OK, make a welcome cup of tea and admire their well-loved garden. 
  
I work closely with other local community wardens, helping at their events, taking some of 
my clients too. We recently enjoyed a boat trip on the river with the Swavesey warden. 
One of my ladies enjoyed it so much she has asked to go on the longer trip next year. 
  
I also attend a lot of coffee mornings and afternoons including the Fen Drayton monthly 
community cafe. I have baked a lot of cakes, but have sadly had to put a stop to their 
consumption! 
  
Rachael 
  
 

 
 
 



What do our service 
users say? 

•  You are a gem. That phone call every day to check on me gives me such a great 
deal of security. You can’t believe what a phone call can mean at my age.”  

•  “I don’t know what I would do without you! You and what Age UK do for me 
means so much, it brightens my day to see you .”  

•  My warden is a godsend. I am very grateful to her. She is patient and helpful 
and I don’t know what I would do without her as she helps me so much.”  

•  “It means I don’t have to worry because I know my warden will be ringing every 
day, and that is reassuring. It breaks up loneliness and having her call always 
makes me smile.”  

•  “ Age UK have been my lifeline since I was discharged from hospital two years 
ago. I couldn’t get out to do any shopping, and the Warden Service was brilliant. 
You also gave me information on local services and helped when a tile blew off 
my roof in a storm and I didn’t know what to do.” 



Other Services we provide 

•  Home Support – help with household cleaning tasks and a paid for shopping service for larger shops 
•  Sharing Time – visits to the home for company and conversation to help reduce loneliness 
•  Telephone Befriending – making a weekly phone call to help reduce loneliness 
•  Information and Advice – Offer information over the phone on a variety of topics such as benefits, housing, 

community care, general health and well-being 
•  Handyperson Service -  Aims to reduce falls in the home by completing an assessment, general DIY tasks and 

a Hospital Discharge facility. The service covers City & South, East Cambs, Hunts and Fenland. 
•  Home Checks – Working alongside PCC, we can assess for aids and adaptations to enable people to stay safe 

at home 
•  Day Centres – Providing friendship and social opportunities 
•  Friendship Clubs – 11 clubs that meeting regularly. They organise outings, quizzes and guest speakers.  
•  Visiting Support Services for Older People (VSSOP) – Offers free extra support for over 65’s when needed 

the most: particularly when experiencing a difficult period, such as bereavement, ill health, financial worries or 
housing concerns.   

 
For more information on these, please call our Information and Advice line on  0300 666 9860 or email 
infoandadvice@ageukcap.org.uk  

 



Community support meeting 
Friday 23 September 2022, 2pm to 7pm 

Village hall 

o  The cost of living crisis is expected to have significant negative financial effect on Fen Drayton 
residents 

o  Many people are not fully aware of the extent of financial support available from government, 
companies and charities 

o  The parish council is organising an event when representatives from government and other 
organisations will be available to provide general advice and information on financial support that 
is available 

o  Attendees confirmed: South Cambs District Council, FD Town Lands Charity, FD School, Age UK, 
Anglian Water, CARE  

 
 



Report from South Cambs District Council: April 2022 
 
This report covers key events and issues over the last two years due to the pandemic 
 
As your district councillor, I wanted to get to know you all better and understand what issues were causing you concern. I 
delivered a survey to every individual in the village and received a really good return of 50%. It was really pleasing to know 
residents felt safe but as with the parish council survey it was mainly issues around road safety and flooding which came top 
of the concerns list. The county and parish council have worked on the road safety but I have worked with all the councils to 
address the flood risk. 
 
The pandemic had a significant effect on the way South Cambs could deliver its services. 
The offices were closed and most actions were completed via virtual meetings on line or by phone. Staff had to work from 
home posing significant problems of adjustment. The IT department introduced new systems for staff to receive their emails 
and be able to work on files at home. The call centre had to introduce new strategies for accessing staff and committees were 
held online under new legislation, which allowed decisions to be made in this manner. On the whole the staff adjusted quickly 
and effectively and the public were very understanding about the difficulties they faced.  
 
Of course, there were new tasks for the council to deliver such as government payments to businesses affected by the 
shutdowns, ensuring the sick and elderly were able to access shopping and essentials through the wonderful volunteer 
scheme and fielding numerous enquiries concerning PPE, housing homeless people, and what to do in a range of scenarios. 
 
Council meetings were held online until last June 2021 when the legislation ran out. It then became illegal to make decisions 
without the councillors being present. As a result the council chamber has been set up with cameras and internet systems, 
which allow a smaller number in the chamber with officers attending virtually. All public council meetings are now available to 
watch online. 
 
During this time the council took the opportunity to “green up” South Cambs Hall. This includes placing ground source heat 
pumps under the car park, placing solar panels over the car park and the inevitable changes that are needed inside the hall to 
use these schemes efficiently. This work is still progressing but as more staff now work at home the office space is accessible 
for the work. 
 
The “greening up” policy has also been applied to the refuse depot at Waterbeach, where three electric bin lorries have been 
brought and solar panels are being installed to provide sufficient electricity to power them.  Continued . . . /  
 



 
The Local Plan 
 
This has gone through the first consultation process and a second edition will be published in the autumn. The Local Plan 
proposes significant house building in Northstowe, Cambourne, Bourne Airfield, Cambridge Airport and Waterbeach with 
minimum growth in villages. The key effects for Fen Drayton is the significant increase in sewage from Northstowe, 
Cambourne and Bourne houses to the Uttons Drove sewage works and the outflow is via the river which will poses serious 
risk of flooding. 
 
In 2021 the council agreed a further 1200 houses in Cambourne and 5000 houses in Northstowe  
 
2018/19 Accounts Audit 
 
The Audit and Corporate Governance committee meeting in March heard that the 2018/19 accounts audit would be passed 
and work on the 2019/20 accounts would start immediately. 
 
Greater Cambridge Partnership 
 
This is a committee that has representatives from Cambridge City Council and South Cambs District Council as well as 
representatives from the university and local businesses. It is proposing to introduce a congestion charging system in 
Cambridge although the final decision and details have not been made. 
 
Grants 
 
The community grants scheme has continued to focus on smaller villages and community groups providing a community 
facility currently totalling £130,000. The special grant for the jubilee has been well received and the committee agreed 45 
applications. Eco grants have been more difficult to decide as to whether several small grants are accepted or two to three 
large ones. It is based on a score system of potential outcomes. Community applications have been mainly moveable goal 
posts and lawn mowers for bowls pitches among a smattering of repairs, play equipment and start up expenses for community 
groups. 
 
 
Sue Ellington - District Councillor Swavesey Ward 



Rosie Tallowin – Rector  
Parish of Fen Drayton with Fenstanton 

Rosie asked what the pub and the church have in common? Going back to the Fen Drayton village survey of 2019, people said they 
wanted the pub and the church to be there but that didn’t necessarily mean they were going to attend/use them. However, the 
church has a pastoral network that supports all residents regardless of their religious beliefs, or none. It offers weddings by 
archbishop’s special licence, baptisms and funerals as well as Sunday and other services (eg Christmas and Easter).  
  
A virtual Community Café was set up on Zoom during the first lockdown in 2020 and it still meets weekly and all are welcome. There 
is also a face to face Community Café, which meets on Tuesday afternoons in Fenstanton, and is financially supported by 
Fenstanton Parish Council.  
  
The PCC (Parochial Church Council) is working on a document in response to a Deanery Development Plan. By Ely 2025 our 
church buildings must be more than monuments to our Christian heritage; they must serve the needs of the church today. Rosie said 
that is particularly tricky for St Mary’s, as we know from the latest quinquennial inspection that the building itself needs around 
£500,000 to £750,000 spent on it to enable it to serve the community with today’s needs. It doesn’t have water, or heating, or a loo, 
but it does have electricity (which needs upgrading) and people will always be assured of a warm welcome – and there are blankets!! 
 

St Mary’s Church 
 
Rosie thanked the parish council for inviting her to give an update re the new parish/
benefice. When there was a pastoral reorganisation of churches, Sue Ellington’s three 
parishes Swavesey, Fen Drayton and Lolworth all ended up in different benefices.  
  
St Mary’s had not only changed its parochial boundaries, by joining with Fenstanton in 
2018 to become a new benefice, it changed its deanery boundary and is now part of 
Huntingdon deanery. The archdeaconry changed too and St Mary’s is now in 
Huntingdon and Wisbech, the archdeaconry of Cambridge. This was radical and 
thought to be the first parish in the diocese to do this. Although still in 
the Diocese of Ely, St Mary’s is no longer a parish church and is now a chapel of ease. 
 



An Update 
from 
RSPB Fen 
Drayton 
Lakes 
Simon Freedman 
Reserve Warden 



 
Fen Drayton Lakes – bird highlights 

  
 

Starting back in the winter of 2021, many species 
were using the site. Highlights included up to seven 
smew - male and female pictured (right) on Drayton 
Lake. Smew are wintering ducks from Northern 
Europe and Russia - there are usually only around 
200 in the UK each winter.  

Another highlight in October/November was the starling 
murmuration over Elney and Holywell lakes (below), 
with a estimates of 6-7k birds. 



In May we put out our tern rafts on Ferry 
Lagoon (above) and Moore Lake. Common 
terns (right) and black-headed gulls nest there.  

 
Breeding birds – spring 2022	

The year is split into two distinct halves: 
breeding season (March-August) and habitat 
management (September-February). Each 
dictates the other as we maintain/improve 
habitats for breeding birds. One big job this 
past winter was tree removal from one of the 
islands on Elney Lake.  



Bittern (left) is a species of heron that’s a 
real reedbed specialist. The birds are 
hard to see as they are usually skulking in 
dense reeds. The species became extinct 
in the UK in the nineteenth century due to 
hunting and habitat loss. There were 11 
males in UK in 1997 and 228 in 2021. We 
have a record three males this year at 
Fen Drayton Lakes and at least one 
female!  

Turtle doves (right) are sadly one 
of the fastest declining UK 
breeding species. We currently 
have three males holding territory 
on the reserve.  



There are many other nesting species on site including ten warbler species. Whitethoat (left) 
and chiffchaff (right). Another highlight this year: tawny owl (below) with recently fledged chicks 
(below right) 
 



Future Plans & Ideas…  
… for even better visitor 
facilities! 
 
•  Relocating our car park 

and welcome area  
•  Creating new trails  
•  Providing 

permanent facilities  
•  New wildlife watching 

opportunities 
•  Connecting Fen Drayton 

Lakes to Ouse Fen with 
a cycle trail 

 
 

 all informed by consultation …  
 



Improving Access 
Access road repairs and 
bridge improvements 

 

Improved toilet provision 
(temporary) 

 
Sustainable management 
and payment for parking 
 
Embankment erosion and 
trail improvement works  

 
 

 



Reinvigorated visitor events and activities for family fun 
 
Improving facilities and opportunities 
for visitors 
 
•  Simple food and drink offers 
•  Wild camping 
•  Canoe safaris 
•  Wild play/active experiences 
 
And improving wildlife 
Spectacles through habitat 
enhancement 
 

Improving Experiences 



Working together to make the 
most of Fen Drayton Lakes 

•  What is important to your community? 
•  How is your community connecting 

with nature? 
•  What are the barriers to your 

community making more connections 
with nature at the reserve? 

•  How can we best involve you in 
developing the site for local visitors? 

Sharing your ideas 

Contact: fendraytonlakes@rspb.org.uk 



Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to help with village activities 
and to the Fen Drayton Focus for providing village news 

 



Parish Finance 2020/21 

 
Parish income: £30k 
Costs: £30k 
•  Admin and village services £21k 

–  Administration, insurance, audit, legal £8k 
–  Maintenance of village facilities, grass cutting, trees, street lights, £13k   

•  One off costs £9k 
–  Dredging ditch around football field (£3k), bench (£1k), millennium clock 

(£2k), pavilion, playground repairs, swift boxes, Christmas tree (£3k)   
•  No increase in precept last year or this year  


